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welcome!
Welcome to the crazy and wonderful world of youth ministry!
We are so glad that you have decided to join our team of adult
leaders who serve at Elevate Student Ministry. Youth Ministry is
a team effort and this ministry would not be possible without
people like you!

The Elevate Student Ministry exists because teenagers matter,
parents matter, and the church matters. We exist as a unique
part of the overall ministry of the Laurel Nazarene Church to
minister specifically to teenagers and their families. We are not
here to take the place of parents in the spiritual development
of students, but to assist them as a partner and resource.
Studies show that the #1 spiritual influence in the teenager’s
life is their parents, but research also shows that every teenager
needs 5-7 positive adults in their lives outside of their parents.
That is why we exist. We believe that age-specific ministry for
7th-12th graders is crucial for the students, the parents, and for
the church. We are not here to replace parents or the church,
but to assist both in loving students and guiding them on their
spiritual journeys.

We want you to find your fit in our ministry that feeds into your
own passions, gifts, and abilities. God wired you a certain way
and we want to help you serve out of those strengths. Our
ministry has a wide variety of needs and commitment levels
and our adult leadership team is a celebration of diversity in
personalities, gifts, and passions. And this makes us better
because we are better together living out our own unique
callings.

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you
may have or if you would like to just meet over coffee to
discuss life, ministry, or to just vent. My role as pastor is not just
to students, but to you as a youth worker as well.

Pastor Derek Parson
YOUTH PASTOR

Email: pastorderekparson@gmail.com
Cell #: 330-340-6678
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who we are
WHOWE ARE

We are the student ministry of the Laurel
Nazarene Church located in Laurel, DE. We
specifically minister to 7th-12th graders.

OURMISSION
To provide a fun and safe environment for students
to explore, find, and exercise their faith in Jesus

Christ.

THE MISSION OF OUR ADULT
LEADERSHIP TEAM

To minister as a team to, with, and through students
and their families where they are at through their
own authentic personal relationship with Jesus

Christ.
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We want every student to know
these 3 truths:

youmatter.

You belong.

God has a purpose
for your life.

*That is why we remind them of this at
the end of every service, hang

posters of it around our your room, and
put it onmugs, pins, and other swag.
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Church of the Nazarene*

Articles of Faith
PREAMBLE

In orderthat wemaypreserveourGod-givenheritage, the faith oncedeliveredtothe saints,
especially the doctrine andexperienceofentire sanctification asasecondworkofgrace, andalso
thatwemaycooperateeffectually withotherbranchesoftheChurchof JesusChrist inadvancing
God̓skingdom,we,theministersandlaymembersofthe Church ofthe Nazarene, inaccordance
withthe principlesofconstitutional legislationestablishedamongus,doherebyordain,adopt,and
set forth asthefundamentallaworConstitution oftheChurch oftheNazarenetheArticles of
Faith, theCovenantofChristianCharacter, andtheArticles ofOrganizationandGovernmenthere
following,towit:

I. TheTriuneGod

1.We believe inoneeternally existent,infiniteGod, SovereignCreator andSustainerof the
universe;that He onlyisGod, holyinnature,attributes, andpurpose.TheGodwhoisholyloveand
light isTriuneinessentialbeing,revealedasFather, Son, andHoly Spirit.

(Genesis 1;Leviticus 19:2;Deuteronomy 6:4-5; Isaiah 5:16;6:1-7;40:18-31;Matthew 3:16-17;28:19-
20; John 14:6-27;1Corinthians 8:6; 2Corinthians 13:14;Galatians4:4-6; Ephesians2:13-18;1
John 1:5;4:8)

II. JesusChrist

2.We believein JesusChrist, theSecondPersonof theTriuneGodhead;thatHe waseternally one
withtheFather; thatHe becameincarnatebytheHoly Spirit andwasbornof theVirginMary, so
that twowholeandperfect natures,that istosaythe Godheadandmanhood,arethusunitedin
onePersonvery God andvery man,theGod-man.



11

We believethat JesusChrist diedfor oursins,andthat He truly arosefromthedeadandtookagain
His body,togetherwithall thingsappertainingtothe perfection ofman̓snature,wherewithHe
ascendedintoheavenandisthere engagedinintercession for us.

(Matthew 1:20-25;16:15-16;Luke1:26-35;John 1:1-18;Acts2:22-36; Romans 8:3, 32-34; Galatians
4:4-5; Philippians 2:5-11;Colossians1:12-22;1Timothy6:14-16;Hebrews 1:1-5;7:22-28;9:24-28; 1John
1:1-3;4:2-3, 15)

III. TheHolySpirit

3.We believeintheHoly Spirit, theThirdPersonof theTriuneGodhead,thatHe iseverpresent
andefficiently active inandwiththeChurch ofChrist, convincingtheworldofsin,regenerating
thosewhorepent andbelieve, sanctifying believers, andguidingintoall truth asit is inJesus.

(John 7:39; 14:15-18,26;16:7-15;Acts2:33; 15:8-9;Romans8:1-27;Galatians 3:1-14;4:6; Ephesians
3:14-21;1Thessalonians4:7-8; 2Thessalonians 2:13;1Peter 1:2;1John 3:24; 4:13)

IV. TheHolyScriptures

4. We believe intheplenary inspirationoftheHoly Scriptures, bywhichweunderstandthe66
booksofthe Old andNewTestaments,givenbydivineinspiration, inerrantly revealingthewill of
God concerningusinall thingsnecessaryto oursalvation,sothat whateverisnotcontainedtherein
isnottobeenjoinedasanarticle offaith.

(Luke 24:44-47; John 10:35; 1Corinthians 15:3-4;2Timothy 3:15-17;1Peter 1:10-12;2Peter 1:20-21)

V. Sin, OriginalandPersonal

5.We believethat sincameintothe worldthroughthedisobedienceofourfirst parents,anddeath
bysin.We believe that sinisoftwokinds:originalsinordepravity, andactual orpersonalsin.
5.1.We believethat originalsin,ordepravity, isthat corruptionofthenatureofall theoffspringof
Adambyreasonofwhicheveryone isvery far gonefromoriginalrighteousnessorthe purestate of
ourfirstparentsatthe timeoftheir creation, isaversetoGod, iswithoutspiritual life, andinclined
toevil, andthat continually.We further believethat originalsincontinuestoexistwiththenewlife
of theregenerate,until theheart is fully cleansedbythebaptismwiththeHoly Spirit.
5.2. We believethatoriginalsindiffersfromactualsininthat it constitutesaninheritedpropensity
toactual sinforwhichnooneisaccountableuntil its divinely providedremedyisneglectedor
rejected.
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5.3. We believethat actualorpersonalsinisavoluntary violationofaknownlawofGod bya
morallyresponsibleperson.It istherefore notto beconfusedwithinvoluntary andinescapable
shortcomings,infirmities, faults, mistakes,failures, orother deviationsfromastandardofperfect
conductthatarethe residualeffects ofthe Fall. However,suchinnocenteffects donot include
attitudes orresponsescontrary tothe spiritof Christ, whichmayproperlybecalledsinsofthe
spirit. We believethat personalsinisprimarilyandessentially aviolationofthe lawoflove;andthat
inrelation toChrist sinmaybedefinedasunbelief.

(Original sin:Genesis 3; 6:5; Job 15:14;Psalm51:5;Jeremiah 17:9-10;Mark7:21-23;Romans1:18-25;
5:12-14;7:1-8:9;1Corinthians 3:1-4;Galatians 5:16-25;1John 1:7-8Personal sin:Matthew 22:36-40
{with 1John 3:4}; John 8:34-36; 16:8-9;Romans3:23; 6:15-23;8:18-24;14:23;1John 1:9-2:4;3:7-10)

VI. Atonement

6.We believethat Jesus Christ, byHis sufferings,bythesheddingofHis ownblood,andbyHis
deathontheCross,madeafull atonementfor allhumansin,andthat thisAtonement istheonly
groundofsalvation,andthat it issufficient for every individualofAdams̓race. TheAtonement
isgraciouslyefficacious for the salvationofthoseincapableofmoralresponsibilityandfor the
childrenininnocency butisefficaciousfor the salvationofthosewhoreachthe ageofresponsibility
onlywhenthey repent andbelieve.

(Isaiah 53:5-6, 11;Mark10:45; Luke24:46-48; John 1:29;3:14-17;Acts4:10-12;Romans3:21-26;
4:17-25;5:6-21;1Corinthians 6:20; 2Corinthians 5:14-21;Galatians 1:3-4;3:13-14;Colossians 1:19-23;
1Timothy 2:3-6; Titus 2:11-14;Hebrews 2:9; 9:11-14;13:12;1Peter 1:18-21;2:19-25;1John 2:1-2)

VII. PrevenientGrace

7.We believethat thehumanrace̓screation inGodlikenessincludedability tochoosebetween
right andwrong,andthat thushumanbeingsweremademorally responsible;that throughthe fall
ofAdamthey becamedepravedsothat they cannotnowturn andpreparethemselvesbytheir
ownnaturalstrength andworksto faith andcallinguponGod. But wealsobelieve that the graceof
God throughJesus Christ isfreely bestoweduponallpeople,enablingallwhowill to turn fromsin
to righteousness,believe onJesus Christ for pardonandcleansingfromsin,andfollowgoodworks
pleasingandacceptable inHis sight.

We believethat allpersons,thoughinthe possessionoftheexperienceofregenerationandentire
sanctification, mayfall fromgraceandapostatizeand,unlessthey repent oftheir sins,behopelessly
andeternally lost.
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(Godlikeness andmoralresponsibility: Genesis 1:26-27;2:16-17;Deuteronomy28:1-2;30:19;Joshua
24:15;Psalm8:3-5; Isaiah 1:8-10;Jeremiah 31:29-30;Ezekiel 18:1-4;Micah 6:8; Romans1:19-20;2:1-
16;14:7-12;Galatians6:7-8Natural inability: Job 14:4;15:14;Psalms14:1-4;51:5;John 3:6a; Romans
3:10-12;5:12-14,20a;7:14-25Free grace andworksof faith: Ezekiel 18:25-26;John 1:12-13;3:6b;Acts
5:31;Romans5:6-8, 18;6:15-16,23; 10:6-8; 11:22;1Corinthians 2:9-14;10:1-12;2Corinthians 5:18-19;
Galatians 5:6; Ephesians 2:8-10;Philippians 2:12-13;Colossians1:21-23;2Timothy 4:10a; Titus 2:11-14;
Hebrews 2:1-3;3:12-15;6:4-6; 10:26-31;James 2:18-22;2Peter 1:10-11;2:20-22)

VIII. Repentance

8.We believethat repentance, whichisasincereandthoroughchangeofthemindinregardtosin,
involvingasenseofpersonalguilt andavoluntary turningawayfromsin,isdemandedofallwho
havebyact orpurposebecomesinnersagainstGod. TheSpirit ofGod givestoallwhowillrepent
thegracioushelpofpenitence ofheart andhopeofmercy, that they maybelieveuntopardonand
spirituallife.

(2 Chronicles 7:14;Psalms 32:5-6; 51:1-17;Isaiah55:6-7;Jeremiah 3:12-14;Ezekiel 18:30-32;33:14-16;
Mark 1:14-15;Luke3:1-14;13:1-5;18:9-14;Acts 2:38; 3:19;5:31; 17:30-31;26:16-18;Romans 2:4; 2
Corinthians 7:8-11;1Thessalonians1:9;2Peter 3:9)

IX. Justification, Regeneration,andAdoption

9.We believethat justificationisthegraciousandjudicialact ofGod bywhichHe grantsfull pardon
ofall guiltandcompletereleasefromthe penalty ofsinscommitted, andacceptance asrighteous,
toall whobelieveonJesusChrist andreceive Him asLordandSavior.
9.1.We believethat regeneration,orthenewbirth, isthat graciousworkofGodwherebythe
moralnatureofthe repentantbeliever isspiritually quickenedandgivenadistinctively spiritual life,
capableoffaith, love,andobedience.
9.2. We believethat adoptionisthatgraciousact ofGod bywhichthe justifiedandregenerated
believer isconstitutedasonofGod.
9.3. We believethat justification, regeneration,andadoptionaresimultaneousinthe experienceof
seekersafter God andareobtaineduponthe conditionoffaith, precededbyrepentance; andthat
tothisworkandstateof gracetheHoly Spirit bearswitness.

(Luke 18:14;John 1:12-13;3:3-8;5:24; Acts 13:39;Romans 1:17;3:21-26,28; 4:5-9, 17-25;5:1,16-19;
6:4; 7:6; 8:1,15-17;1Corinthians 1:30; 6:11;2Corinthians 5:17-21;Galatians 2:16-21;3:1-14,26;4:4-7;
Ephesians 1:6-7;2:1,4-5; Philippians 3:3-9; Colossians 2:13;Titus3:4-7;1Peter 1:23;1John 1:9;3:1-2,
9; 4:7; 5:1,9-13,18)
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X. ChristianHolinessandEntire Sanctification

10.We believethat sanctification istheworkofGodwhichtransformsbelieversintothe likenessof
Christ. It iswroughtbyGods̓gracethroughtheHoly Spirit in initialsanctification,orregeneration
(simultaneouswithjustification), entire sanctification, andthe continuedperfecting workofthe
Holy Spirit culminatinginglorification. Inglorificationwearefully conformedtothe imageofthe
Son.

We believethat entire sanctificationisthatact ofGod, subsequenttoregeneration,bywhich
believersaremadefree fromoriginalsin,ordepravity, andbroughtintoastate ofentire
devotementtoGod, andtheholyobedienceoflovemadeperfect.

It iswroughtbythe baptismwithorinfillingofthe Holy Spirit, andcomprehendsinoneexperience
the cleansingofthe heart fromsinandtheabiding,indwellingpresenceoftheHoly Spirit,
empoweringthebeliever for life andservice.

Entire sanctification isprovidedbythe bloodofJesus, iswroughtinstantaneouslybygracethrough
faith, precededbyentire consecration;andtothisworkandstateofgracetheHoly Spirit bears
witness.

Thisexperienceisalsoknownbyvarioustermsrepresenting its different phases,suchas“Christian
perfection,” “perfect love,”“heart purity,” “the baptismwithorinfillingof theHoly Spirit,” “the
fullnessofthe blessing,”and“Christian holiness.”

10.1.We believethat there isamarkeddistinction betweenapureheart andamaturecharacter.
Theformerisobtainedinaninstant, the resultofentire sanctification;the latter istheresultof
growthingrace.

We believethat thegraceofentire sanctification includesthedivineimpulsetogrowingraceas
aChristlike disciple.However,thisimpulsemustbeconsciouslynurtured, andcareful attention
giventothe requisitesandprocessesofspiritual developmentandimprovementinChristlikeness of
character andpersonality. Without suchpurposefulendeavor,one̓switnessmaybeimpairedand
thegrace itself frustratedandultimately lost.

Participating inthemeansofgrace,especially the fellowship,disciplines,andsacramentsofthe
Church, believers growingraceandinwholehearted lovetoGod andneighbor.

(Jeremiah 31:31-34;Ezekiel 36:25-27; Malachi 3:2-3; Matthew 3:11-12;Luke3:16-17;John 7:37-39;
14:15-23;17:6-20;Acts 1:5;2:1-4;15:8-9; Romans 6:11-13,19;8:1-4, 8-14;12:1-2;2Corinthians 6:14-
7:1;Galatians 2:20; 5:16-25; Ephesians 3:14-21;5:17-18,25-27;Philippians 3:10-15;Colossians 3:1-17;
1Thessalonians 5:23-24; Hebrews 4:9-11;10:10-17;12:1-2;13:12;1John 1:7,9) (“Christian perfection,”
“perfect love”: Deuteronomy 30:6; Matthew 5:43-48; 22:37-40;Romans12:9-21;13:8-10;
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1Corinthians 13;Philippians3:10-15;Hebrews6:1;1John4:17-18“Heartpurity”: Matthew 5:8; Acts 15:8-
9;1Peter 1:22;1John 3:3“Baptism withtheHoly Spirit”: Jeremiah 31:31-34;Ezekiel36:25-27;Malachi
3:2-3;Matthew 3:11-12;Luke3:16-17;Acts 1:5;2:1-4;15:8-9“Fullness of the blessing”: Romans 15:29
“Christian holiness”: Matthew 5:1-7:29;John 15:1-11;Romans12:1-15:3;2Corinthians7:1;Ephesians 4:17-
5:20; Philippians 1:9-11;3:12-15;Colossians2:20-3:17;1Thessalonians3:13;4:7-8;5:23; 2Timothy 2:19-
22; Hebrews 10:19-25;12:14;13:20-21;1Peter 1:15-16;2Peter 1:1-11;3:18;Jude 20-21)

XI. TheChurch

11.WebelieveintheChurch, the communitythat confessesJesusChrist asLord,the covenant
peopleofGodmadenewinChrist, theBody ofChrist calledtogetherbytheHoly Spirit through
theWord.

God callstheChurch toexpressits life intheunity andfellowshipofthe Spirit; inworshipthrough
thepreachingoftheWord, observanceofthe sacraments,andministry inHis name;byobedience
toChrist, holy living,andmutualaccountability.

Themissionofthe Church intheworldistoshareinthe redemptiveandreconcilingministry
ofChrist inthe powerofthe Spirit. TheChurch fulfills itsmissionbymakingdisciplesthrough
evangelism,education, showingcompassion,workingfor justice, andbearingwitnessto the kingdom
ofGod.

TheChurch isahistorical reality that organizesitself inculturally conditionedforms,existsbothas
local congregationsandasauniversalbody,andalsosetsapart personscalled ofGod for specific
ministries.GodcallstheChurch tolive underHis rule inanticipationofthe consummationatthe
comingofourLordJesusChrist.

(Exodus 19:3;Jeremiah 31:33;Matthew 8:11;10:7;16:13-19,24;18:15-20;28:19-20; John 17:14-26;
20:21-23; Acts 1:7-8;2:32-47; 6:1-2;13:1;14:23; Romans 2:28-29; 4:16; 10:9-15;11:13-32;12:1-8;
15:1-3;1Corinthians 3:5-9; 7:17;11:1,17-33;12:3,12-31;14:26-40; 2Corinthians 5:11-6:1;Galatians 5:6,
13-14;6:1-5,15;Ephesians 4:1-17;5:25-27; Philippians 2:1-16;1Thessalonians 4:1-12;1Timothy 4:13;
Hebrews 10:19-25;1Peter 1:1-2,13;2:4-12,21;4:1-2,10-11;1John4:17;Jude 24; Revelation 5:9-10)

XII. Baptism

12.We believe that Christian baptism,commandedbyourLord, isasacramentsignifying
acceptanceofthe benefitsofthe atonementof Jesus Christ, tobeadministeredtobelieversand
declarativeoftheir faith inJesusChrist astheir Savior, andfull purposeofobedienceinholinessand
righteousness.
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Baptism beingasymbolof the newcovenant, youngchildrenmaybebaptized,uponrequestof
parentsorguardianswhoshallgiveassurancefor themofnecessary Christian training.

Baptismmaybeadministeredbysprinkling,pouring,orimmersion,accordingto the choice ofthe
applicant.

(Matthew 3:1-7;28:16-20;Acts 2:37-41;8:35-39; 10:44-48; 16:29-34;19:1-6;Romans6:3-4;
Galatians 3:26-28; Colossians2:12;1Peter 3:18-22)

XIII. TheLord̓sSupper

13.We believethat theMemorial andCommunionSupperinstituted byourLordandSavior Jesus
Christ isessentiallyaNewTestamentsacrament,declarativeofHis sacrificialdeath,throughthe
meritsofwhichbelievershavelife andsalvationandpromiseofall spiritualblessingsinChrist. It is
distinctively for thosewhoarepreparedfor reverent appreciationofits significance,andbyit they
showforth the Lord̓sdeathtill He comeagain.It beingtheCommunionfeast, onlythosewhohave
faith inChrist andloveforthe saintsshouldbecalledtoparticipate therein.

(Exodus 12:1-14;Matthew26:26-29;Mark 14:22-25;Luke22:17-20;John 6:28-58; 1Corinthians
10:14-21;11:23-32)

XIV. DivineHealing

14.We believeintheBible doctrine ofdivinehealingandurgeourpeople[to seek]tooffer the
prayerof faith for thehealingofthe sick.We alsobelieveGod healsthroughthemeansofmedical
science.

(2 Kings5:1-19;Psalm103:1-5;Matthew 4:23-24; 9:18-35;John 4:46-54; Acts 5:12-16;9:32-42;
14:8-15;1Corinthians 12:4-11;2Corinthians 12:7-10;James 5:13-16)

XV. SecondComingofChrist

15.We believethat the LordJesus Christ willcomeagain;that wewhoarealiveatHis comingshall
notprecedethemthat areasleepinChrist Jesus; butthat, if weareabidinginHim, weshallbe
caughtupwiththe risensaintstomeet the Lordinthe air,sothat weshalleverbewiththeLord.

(Matthew 25:31-46; John 14:1-3;Acts 1:9-11;Philippians3:20-21;1Thessalonians 4:13-18;Titus 2:11-14;
Hebrews 9:26-28; 2Peter 3:3-15;Revelation 1:7-8;22:7-20)
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XVI. Resurrection,Judgment,andDestiny

16.We believeinthe resurrection ofthe dead,that thebodiesbothofthe justandofthe unjust
shallberaisedtolife andunitedwiththeir spirits—“theythat havedonegood,untotheresurrection
oflife; andthey that havedoneevil, untotheresurrection ofdamnation.”
16.1.We believe infuture judgmentinwhichevery personshallappearbeforeGod tobejudged
accordingtohisorherdeedsinthis life.
16.2.We believethat gloriousandeverlastinglife isassuredtoallwhosavinglybelievein, and
obediently follow,JesusChrist ourLord;andthat thefinally impenitentshallsuffereternally inhell.

*Scripture referencesaresupportiveof theArticles ofFaith andwereplacedherebyactionof the1976General
Assemblybutarenot tobeconsideredpartof the Constitutional text.
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OUR BEGINNING
The Church of the Nazarene traces its anniversary date to 1908. Its organization was a marriage
that, like every marriage, linked existing families and created a new one. As an expression of the
holiness movement and its emphasis on the sanctified life, our founders came together to form
one people. Utilizing evangelism, compassionate ministries, and education, their church went

forth to become a people of many cultures and tongues.

UNITY IN HOLINESS
The spiritual vision of early Nazarenes was derived from the doctrinal core of John Wesley's
preaching. These affirmations include justification by grace through faith, sanctification likewise by
grace through faith, entire sanctification as an inheritance available to every Christian, and the
witness of the Spirit to God's work in human lives. The holiness movement arose in the 1830s to
promote these doctrines, especially entire sanctification. By 1900, however, the movement had
splintered.

P. F. Bresee, C. B. Jernigan, C. W. Ruth, and other committed leaders strove to unite holiness
factions. The first and second general assemblies were like two bookends:

In October 1907, the Association of Pentecostal Churches of America and the Church of the
Nazarene merged in Chicago, Illinois, at the First General Assembly.

In April 1908, a congregation organized in Peniel, Texas, drew into the Nazarene movement the
key officers of the Holiness Association of Texas.

The Pennsylvania Conference of the Holiness Christian Church united in September 1908. In
October 1908, the Second General Assembly was held at Pilot Point, Texas, the headquarters of
the Holiness Church of Christ. The "year of uniting" ended with the merger of this southern
denomination with its northern counterpart.

With the Pentecostal Church of Scotland and Pentecostal Mission unions in 1915, the Church of
the Nazarene embraced seven previous denominations and parts of two other groups.1 The
Nazarenes and The Wesleyan Church emerged as the two denominations that eventually drew
together a majority of the holiness movement's independent strands.

MISSION TO THEWORLD
In 1908 there were churches in Canada and organized work in India, Cape Verde, and Japan, soon
followed by work in Africa, Mexico, and China. The 1915 mergers added congregations in the
British Isles and work in Cuba, Central America, and South America. There were congregations in
Syria and Palestine by 1922. As General Superintendent H. F. Reynolds advocated "a mission to
the world," support for world evangelization became a distinguishing characteristic of Nazarene
life. New technologies were utilized. The church began producing the "Showers of Blessing" radio
program in the 1940s, followed by the Spanish broadcast "La Hora Nazarena" and later by
broadcasts in other languages. Indigenous holiness churches in Australia and Italy united in the
1940s, others in Canada and Great Britain in the 1950s, and one in Nigeria in 1988.

As the church grew culturally and linguistically diverse, it committed itself in 1980 to
internationalization—a deliberate policy of being one church of congregations and districts
worldwide, rather than splitting into national churches like earlier Protestant denominations. By
the 2001 General Assembly, 42 percent of delegates spoke English as their second language or
did not speak it at all. Today 65 percent of Nazarenes and over 80 percent of the church's 439
districts are outside the United States. An early system of colleges in North America and the British
Isles has become a global network of institutions. Nazarenes support 14 liberal arts institutions in
Africa, Brazil, Canada, Caribbean, Korea, and the United States, as well as five graduate
seminaries, 31 undergraduate Bible/theological colleges, 2 nurses training colleges, and one
education college worldwide.
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ADULT
SPONSORS
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bad reasons for
becoming an adult

sponsor
BAD REASON #1:

To fill a void in your life

BAD REASON #2:
To find a friend

BAD REASON #3:
To relive your own adolescence

BAD REASON #4:
To spy on your own child(ren)

BAD REASON #5:
Because you find “grown up church” boring

BAD REASON #6:
Because you don’t trust the current leadership

BAD REASON #7:
To try to “fix” students by telling them what they “should and

“should not” do

BAD REASON #8:
To find a date.

GOOD REASON FOR BECOMING AN
ADULT SPONSOR AT ELEVATE:

You love God and you like students!



21

10 YOUTH MINISTRY
MYTHS

1. I HAVE TO BE YOUNG AND COOL. Allow me to break a
hard truth to you: to a teenager, you are (probably) not cool. If you are
cool, just remember that that your “coolness” will fade, and the window
of cool is short lived. But that is okay! Students are not drawn to what is
cool. They are drawn to people who care about them, and are real
about who they are. Don’t waste your time on the pursuit of cool. You
are not a teenager, so don’t try to act like you are. *But also don’t
criticize the teen’s culture. Take their culture as seriously as they do.

2. I HAVE TO BE AN EXTROVERT. BE YOU!!! Whether you are
an introvert or extrovert, loud and outgoing or quiet and reserved- be
who God created you to be. Different students feel comfortable
around different personalities, and are drawn to different types of
adults.

3. HOLY MOMENTS ARE ONLY TIMES THAT WE TALK
ABOUT GOD, THE BIBLE, OR THE SPANISH
INQUISITION. When adult sponsors take an interest in a student’s
life and dialogue with them about it, that is a holy moment.

4. STUDENTS ARE EXPERIENCING THE SAME THINGS
I DID WHEN I WAS A TEENAGER. Remember things
change. Teen culture changes almost completely every 5 years. And
even if things never changed you don’t know what the student is going
through because they are not you. So they experience things
differently than you would.

5. MY GOAL IS TO DRAW STUDENTS TO ME. Our goal is to
draw students to God.

6. I MUST HAVE ALL THE ANSWERS. Our goal is not to
spoon-feed students all of the right answers, but help them ask the
right questions as they make their faith their own.

7. I MUST BE A BIBLE SCHOLAR. We are called to continually
strive for more theological knowledge, but we will never know
everything. It’s ok to tell a student, “I don’t know”.

8. BIGGER IS ALWAYS BETTER. It’s not about numbers. There
are benefits and downfalls of both big and small numbers. We are
called to adapt to whatever size we have to work with. Remember,
every single student is important, and this ministry is worthwhile even if
we just help one student.

9. I KNOW THE STUDENT’S ENTIRE STORY. Always have
the mindset that there is always MORE going on that you are not aware
of.

10. IT’S MY RESPONSIBILITY TO SAVE STUDENTS. We
cannot save anybody. Jesus is the one who saves, and the Holy Spirit is
the one who transforms students hearts and lives. We are simply
called to love students and create space for the Holy Spirit to work in
their lives.
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ANXIETY VERSES LOVE IN
YOUTH MINISTRY

by
Mark Yaconelli

from his book “Contemplative Youth Ministry”

Anxiety seeks control. How do I make kids into Christians?
Love seeks contemplation. How can I be present to kids and to God?

Anxiety seeks professionals. Who is the expert that can solve the
youth problem?

Love seeks processes.What can we do together to uncover Jesus'
way of life?

Anxiety wants products. What book, video, or curriculum will teach
kids about faith?

Love desires presence. Who will bear the life of God among
teenagers?

Anxiety lifts up gurus.Who has the charisma to draw kids?
Love relies on guides.Who has the gifts for living alongside kids?

Anxiety rests in results. Howmany kids have committed to the faith?
Love rests in relationships.Who are the kids we've befriended?

Anxiety seeks conformity. Are the youth meeting our expectations?
Love brings out creativity. In what fresh way is God challenging us

through our kids?

Anxiety wants activity. What will keep the kids busy?
Love brings awareness. What are the real needs of the youth?

Anxiety seeks answers. Here's what we think. Here's who God is.
Love seeks questions. What do you think? Or as Jesus said, "Who do

you say that I am?

"Changing the way we relate to young people isn't just amatter of
developing new techniques or broadening our theology. It's about a
different attitude of the heart. It's about being present to young people
with a loving transparency. We're seeking to see teens with the eyes of
Jesus, hear teens with the hears of Jesus, and perceive teens with the

heart of Jesus." (p. 79)
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what is expected out
of you personally

1) You are expected to have an active, personal
relationship with Jesus.

2) You are expected to live a life that
authentically reflects a life that has been and is
continually being transformed by a relationship
with Jesus Christ

3) You are expected to attend weekly worship
service at Laurel Nazarene Church and to have a
personal devotional life

-It is also encouraged that you be a part of a
weekly small group yourself

4) You are expected to respect youth pastor,
fellow adult sponsors, the ministry of Elevate,
and the overall leadership of LNC.

Which means that all disagreements with
fellow adult sponsors are to discussed in
private with the youth pastor, or with the adult
sponsor.
AND all disagreements with youth pastor are
to be discussed in private with youth pastor or
the senior pastor. All other forms of voicing
disagreements are NOT appropriate. This
includes voicing these disagreements with
own children.
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Social Media
Elevate Adult Sponsors are expected to maintain a Christ-like
presence on all social media platforms.

Remember that you are a representative of Elevate (and more
importantly, Christ) in every part of your life, and that includes on
social media.

This includes the pictures we post, and the opinions that we share.

A quick note from Pastor Derek on Social Media:
At Elevate, we encourage diversity of thought and passion. This
includes theology (as long as it doesn’t contradict the Nazarene
Articles of Faith), politics, sports teams, etc.. However, we never
want our own opinions, rants, or affiliations to become a hindrance
to us ministering to students. So, we encourage that you think
through things before you post them online. You are entitled to
your own opinion, and we are in no way saying that you cannot
post your opinions. But we live in a uniquely tense time in our
country when it comes to politics, in particular, and we do not want
something like politics to come between us sharing the love of
Jesus to a student. The gospel is more precious than our political
rants and opinions.

Also, please protect yourself. Be careful with conversations that
could seem inappropriate with a minor . Be careful not to “like”
photos where students are in bathing suits or other clothing/
situations that could be seen as sexual. “Likes” and comments
such as “your beautiful” or “looking good” for photos like these
can come across inappropriate. Remember, they are minors and
we are adults, and automatically people will view online
interaction between us and students with skepticism. It is also
recommended that you do not use SnapChat with students
because there is no trail or proof of what you have sent or said.
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posting pictures of
students
Adults Sponsor may post pictures of youth events and students
on their personal accounts provided that they don’t include
students who have filled out a “No Pictures Please” form.

However, we do ask all of our adult sponsors to use discretion
when posting pictures of students on social media.

-this also included comments on pictures (such as
picture of students in bathing suits, etc.)

BEFORE YOU POST: Always ask yourself, could this be seen as
inappropriate? (remember, we are working with minors).

You may not post pictures of students whose parents/
guardians have filled out our “No Pictures Please” form.

NO PHOTOS PLEASE!

Please do not include my child
_______________________ in any photos that you use

first and last name
— whether that is online, in videos, on promotional
materials, or on the Instagram wall in the youth room.

________________________ parents name

________________________ parents signature

FORMEXAMPLE
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when driving students
Obey traffic laws.

Drive Safely!!! Remember, you are driving precious
cargo. As a driver, parents and this ministry are
trusting you with our student’s lives.

Only positive music is to be played in vehicle. By
“positive” we mean no inappropriate content.

No road rage will be tolerated.

Seat belts are to worn by all in the vehicle at all times
while the vehicle is moving.

Signed permission slips are required by all minors
riding in your vehicle.

An adult sponsor is to NEVER drive a student of the
opposite gender alone, and because of the world
we live in you should also be cautious of driving
students of the same gender alone as well.
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when helping with an event
1) Show up on time.
Communicate with the leader running the event if you are
running late or are unable to make it to the event.

2) Be ready to serve.

3) Only use speech that is appropriate for
students and upholds Nazarene values.
No foul language or mature subject matter.

4) Dress appropriately.
Ask if you need to have explained what is considered modest.

5) Remember, we are working with minors.
Which means:
You are to NEVER be alone with a minor of the opposite sex,
and because of today’s society you must also use caution when
alone with a minor of the same sex.

When hugging a student it is encouraged to only use side
hugs.

Refrain from any interactions that could be misinterpreted as
"flirting".

Be aware of situations that may LOOK inappropriate.
Remember, as a leader it is not enough to do the right thing:
You must be SEEN doing the right thing.

Any adult sponsor who touches any student inappropriately
whether sexually or physically will be dismissed immediately
from the property, and may never be involved in The Elevate
Student Ministry again.
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positive discipline
Rules are important for creating a safe and positive community for
our students. And we must be consistent in enforcing our rules and
guidelines for the benefit of ALL students. When dealing with any
disciplinary issues we always think about how we can help the
student through our disciplinary actions. Positive Discipline is about
helping and guiding the student, not punishing the student.

We are to enforce the General Elevate Event Expectations (other
events or services may have more specific expectations and
guidelines):

1. No Negativity
2. Respect adult sponsors and fellow teens
3. Respect church and other’s property
4. Use appropriate language
5.Wear appropriate clothing
6. Couples: you are allowed to hold hands by your side, but nothing more.
Anything beyond that is Purple-ing. And Purple-ing is not allowed. No one
likes to watch clingy couples. Gross!!
7. All music played on youth trips must be positive whether in vehicles,
phones, etc.
8. Signed permission slips are required for any youth event off of church
campus or overnight event
9. When traveling together there must be at least 2 per group and 3 per
group if mixed company
10. Notes from parents/guardians are required to ride with teen driver after
a teen activity.

-Adult Sponsors may not push their own ideas of discipline that are
against the Elevate Event Expectations. To do so is to be against
what we believe as a youth group.

We do NOT use the Highway Patrol mindset which is: “they are
doing something wrong we just have to catch them, and if we are
not catching them, then we just aren’t trying hard enough.”

9 times out of 10 we give students the benefit of the doubt. We
want this ministry to be a positive place for students which includes
how we discipline.

When dealing with disciplinary issues we do not yell or touch the
students. (unless physical restraint is needed for the safety of
others)

Steps on how to deal with a disruptive student during small group is
in the "Small Group" section on page 70.
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ADULT
SPONSORS
TEAM
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MISSION OF ADULT SPONSORS
To minister as a team to students and their families

where they are at through our own authentic
personal relationship with Jesus Christ

OUR TEAM PHILOSOPHY
The leadership of Elevate is a team effort.
This ministry could not function without our

volunteer staff of adult sponsors. Understanding
that different types of leadership is needed in a
ministry we have divided our adult sponsor roles
into 3 teams. The inspiration of each team’s name

and function comes from the early church.

3 TEAMS
Team Stephen
Team Timothy
Team Barnabas

Each team serves a unique role in the ministry of
Elevate, and every team member is an important

part of the ministry of The Elevate. Without sponsors’
for all 3 team's support we could not function as an

effective ministry.
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team stephen
ROLES INCLUDE:
Event Chaperones

Drivers
Behind the Scenes Helpers

REQUIREMENTS:
1) Approval by Youth Pastor
2) Approval by Senior Pastor

3) Background Check
4) Read and Sign Expectations Agreement

5) If Driver You Must Fill Out Driver Application and
Submit a Photo Copy of Your Driver’s License

PHILOSOPHY BEHIND TEAM STEPHEN:
Acts 6:1-7

1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the
Grecian Jews among them complained against the Hebraic Jews

because their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution
of food. 2So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It
would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in
order to wait on tables. 3Brothers, choose seven men from among you
who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom.We will turn this
responsibility over to them 4and will give our attention to prayer and
the ministry of the word."5This proposal pleased the whole group.
They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also

Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas from Antioch, a
convert to Judaism. 6They presented these men to the apostles, who
prayed and laid their hands on them. 7So the word of God spread. The

number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large
number of priests became obedient to the faith.

Later in Chapter 7 Stephen becomes the first Christian martyr.
Although his responsibility was behind the scenes (like a

chaperone, cook, or driver) he become one of the big leaders
of the early church through his service to the faith community.
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team timothy
ROLES INCLUDE:

Team Stephen Roles
NYI Council Members

*Specific responsibilities by youth pastor like a
specific event, fundraiser, ministry, etc.

REQUIREMENTS:
1) Approval by Youth Pastor
2) Approval by Senior Pastor

3) Background Check
4) Read and Sign Expectations Agreement

5) If Driver You Must Fill Out Driver Application and
Submit a Photo Copy of Your Driver’s License

PHILOSOPHY BEHIND TEAM TIMOTHY:
I and II Timothy

I and II Timothy are letters from the apostle Paul to a pastor named
Timothy. Timothy ministered alongside Paul on a few of his missionary
journeys. But when these letters to Timothy were written, Timothy was
serving as a leader of a specific ministry in Ephesus. Timothy was a big

part of the overall mission of the early church, but his role was a
specific one in a specific city.

That is where we get our inspiration for Team Timothy. Team Timothy is
made up of adult sponsors who have specific jobs, ministries, or events
that they are a part of. This can be a weekly, monthly, or even yearly

event.
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team barnabas
ROLES INCLUDE:

Team Stephen Roles
Team Timothy Roles

Wednesday Night Sponsor
Teacher

Small Group Leader
Spiritual Direction with Students

REQUIREMENTS:
1) Interview/Conversation with Youth Pastor
2) Read and sign Expectations Agreement

3) Background Check
4) Approval by Youth Pastor
5) Approval by Senior Pastor
6) Attend training event(s)

7) Must continue to attend an adult sponsor training
throughout the year.

PHILOSOPHY BEHIND TEAM BARNABAS:
ACTS 25:22-26

….and they (The Church) sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived and
saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the
Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord.

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he
brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the

church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch.

Barnabas was an important leader in the early church. Among other
things he was a teacher, mentor, and encourager. He was also very

loyal to his fellow team members. (His greatest disagreement with the
Apostle Paul was over a fellow missionary (John Mark) that Paul didn’t
want to work with anymore) From his example Team Barnabas is the
team of adult sponsors who are actively involved in ELEVATE all year
round. They are able to teach and mentor students, but must also be

willing to help with the behind the scenes responsibilities.
Later in Chapter 7 Stephen becomes the first Christian martyr.

Although his responsibility was behind the scenes (like a chaperone,
cook, or driver) he become one of the big leaders of the early church

through his service to the faith community.
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TEAM BARNABAS Adult Sponsors
are invited to learn from some of
the best thinkers in youth ministry

with DYM University.
DYM University is an online video
training course that covers many
different youth ministry topics in
short videos that also include

interactive components.
Elevate believes in the importance
of education for our leaders and
has invested resources in making

this tool available.
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DEALING
WITH
A
CRISIS
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dealing with a crisis
What is a Crisis?

-A crisis is self-defined by the student
-A crisis is a “dangerous opportunity” for us to
share Jesus’ love with students

How Crisis Affects People:
-Crisis takes people by surprise
-Crisis overwhelms
-Crisis awakens other unresolved life issues
-Crisis reduces people to inaction
-Crisis distorts thinking, feeling, and acting
-Crisis paints a gloomy picture of the future

Questions To Ask Yourself Before Getting Involved In
A Crisis:
1) What are my motives?

Examples of bad motives:
1) Morbid curiosity
2) Personal gain
3) Gossip

2) What do I expect to gain as a result of my involvement
in this crisis?
3) Are there obvious reasons why I should choose not to
be involved?
4) Is there any reason I can’t be trusted to honor this
confidence?
5) Will this person’s success raise my feeling of self-worth?
6) Will this person’s failure cause me to think less of
myself?
7) Am I willing to step aside if someone with better skills is
available?
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How to Successfully Deal With A Crisis

1) Peel the Onion
-see what’s the heart of the issue
(what we can’t see at first)

2) Ask the Un-Askable Questions
-For example ask about past pains, what
happened, what’s your story, and remember to
keep asking.

3) Teach Coping Skills and Escape Plans
-teach healthy ways to deal with crisis

4) Refer
-Remember, we are NOT counselors; we are
disciple makers!!!
-Do not step beyond our role as disciple makers
-When referral is needed talk to youth pastor

5) Pack a Lunch
-This simply means that dealing with a crisis
successfully takes time and commitment

*Also, NEVER promise to not tell anyone something a
student tells you before they tell you, because you may not
be able to keep that promise for safety reasons.

5 Keys to Listening So Kids Will Talk
1) Unpack Your Own Bag

-be aware of your own story, pain, and feelings first
2) Listen with Acceptance
3) Listen to the whole person, with your whole person
4) Listen for the story behind the story
5) Listen with God’s help
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When Do I Tell The Youth Pastor What’s
Going On?
-When you believe that a student may be a danger to
themselves or others.
(suicidal thoughts, cutting, violent thoughts towards others, etc.)
-When a student is in a dangerous situation

(abuse, rape, etc.)
-When you feel you are in over your head
-Whenever you have a question at all about how to handle
a situation
-When in doubt report to the youth pastor. This could save
you from legal trouble, and save a students life.
-You are NOT betraying the students trust when you tell
the youth pastor.

REMEMBER, we are considered mandated reporters.
Which means that we are responsible to report abuse, or if a
student is a danger to themselves or others.

*And if it is clear that there is abuse or danger, you
do not have to go to the youth pastor before you contact
the proper authorities.

REMEMBER:
When in doubt ALWAYS refer, refer, refer!

Info taken from the book “Helping Teenagers in Crisis” by
Rich Van Pelt and Jim Hancock
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MINISTRY
DURING
SOCIAL
DISTANCING
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OUR 3 STRATEGIC
PRIORITIES DURING SOCIAL

DISTANCING
(adapted from Bob Iger’s strategy for Disney when he

took over as CEO)*

1. CREATE QUALITY CONTENT. Quality not
quantity. Quality does not mean “flashy”.
Quality means giving our best and creating
content with substance. TIP: Have students
be content creators with you.

2. EMBRACE TECHNOLOGY.We all know that
meeting via Zoom is not ideal, but it doesn’t
do anyone any good to complain about it.
For us to minister during this unique time we
must embrace new tools and ministry
models.

3. BECOME TRULY GLOBAL. How we translate
this is “Create newways to be communal
and help students stay connected in this
new reality. It has been helpful for me to
view this time as a period of grieving, and so
as a community we need to help students
and their families go through the steps of
grief in a healthy way. The ways to do this
during social distancing requires
intentionality and creativity.

*“The Ride of a Lifetime by Bob Iger
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“Times like these gives us an
opportunity to be creative
and focus on the essentials

of youthministry”

“Community is stronger
than social distancing”
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What ministry looks
like during COVID-19

MARCH 18-JUNE 17

ELEVATE ONLINE
7:00pm on YouTube

using “Premiere” feature
roughly 30 minutes long

YouTube Page: LAUREL NAZ ELEVATE

followed by a
ZOOM “AFTERPARTY”

at 7:45pm
goes roughly till 8:30pm

“SENIORS ONLY” ZOOMHANGOUT
Thursdays at 1pm

YAMS (Young Adult Ministry)
Zoom conversation on Zoom on Sundays at 6pm

PIVOT one
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What ministry looks
like during COVID-19

June 24-August 26

ELEVATE IN PERSON
7:00pm-8:00PM

In the church sanctuary
Doors open at 6:50pm

ELEVATE ONLINE
7:00pm on YouTube

using “Premiere” feature
roughly 30 minutes long

YouTube Page: LAUREL NAZ ELEVATE

YAMS (Young Adult Ministry)
Meeting outdoors around a campfire at different families

homes. Starts at 7:30pm.

PIVOT two



44

What ministry looks
like during COVID-19

September 2-current

ELEVATE LIVE
(in person)

7:00pm-8:00PM
In the church sanctuary
Doors open at 6:50pm

*Every three weeks we do Elevate Live Outdoors
See next page for more info

ELEVATE ONLINE
7:00pm on YouTube

using “Premiere” feature
roughly 20-30 minutes long

YouTube Page: LAUREL NAZ ELEVATE

*We are also doing CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS on different
Friday Nights throughout the fall. See page 48 for more info

on that.

YAMS (Young Adult Ministry)
Continuing to meet outdoors around a campfire at different

families homes. Starts at 7:30pm.

PIVOT three
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elevate live outdoors
a few weeks in the fall we will be doing

Elevate Live OUTDOORS

On these nights Elevate will take place at:
1008WEST STREET LAUREL, DE 19956

7-8pm
Students will start arriving at 6:45pm

On these weeks please try to arrive between 6:15-6:30pm

Here are the weeks we will be doing
Elevate Live Outdoors:

September 2nd
September 23rd

October 14th
November 4th
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SOCIAL DISTANCING
GUIDELINES

We take the safety of our students very seriously,
and we want to create a safe and welcoming space
for everyone. Below are the guidelines we have in

place for our Elevate services:

ELEVATE LIVE INDOORS
(for when we are in the church sanctuary)

SOCIAL DISTANCINGGUIDELINES:
*doors do not open until 10 minutes before the services starts.

*masks are required for the entire service (even while you are
seated). We have masks if a student forgets to bring one.

*Please keep 6ft apart. (no hugs, high 5s, handshakes, etc.)

*we have hand sanitizing stations throughout the room

*only sit with family or people you have already quarantined
with. (no more than 4 people may sit together.)

ELEVATE LIVE OUTDOORS
(for the few weeks we meet outside)

SOCIAL DISTANCINGGUIDELINES:
*please do not arrive before 6:45pm.
(15 minutes before the service starts)

*chairs are set 6ft apart. (you may not move the chairs)

*masks are required until you sit in your seat.
We have masks if a student forgets to bring one.

*Please keep 6ft apart. (no hugs, high 5s, handshakes, etc.)

*we have hand sanitizing stations throughout the space.

*remember to wear mask anytime you are not in your seat.

If you are sick, running a fever, or have been in contact
recently with someone who has COVID-19, we invite you

to join us for ELEVATE ONLINE which premiers on
Wednesdays at 7pm on YouTube.

Our YouTube Channel: Laurel Naz Elevate
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campfire
conversations

Throughout the fall we will be having CAMPFIRE
CONVERSATIONS for our small groups to hang out

together and connect through s’mores and
meaningful conversations. They will take place on

certain Friday nights from 8-10pm.
Locations are TBD.

SCHEDULE:
September 25: Worship Team

October 2: MS Girls
October 9: MS Boys
October 16: HS Girls
October 23: HS Boys

November 6: EVERYONE
November 13: EVERYONE
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What ministry looks
like during COVID-19

We will inevitably have another “pivot” in how we
do ministry. This space is for you to add notes

on what that is when the time comes.

PIVOT four
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COMMUNICATION
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communication
Clear communication is vital for any ministry. These are the
ways that we communicate what’s going on at Elevate with

students and parents

TEXTING
Text “elevate students” to 31996 to receive text updates

INSTAGRAM
@lnc_elevate

WEBSITE
www.elevateparents.org

PRINTED MATERIALS

YOUTUBE
YouTube Page: LAUREL NAZ ELEVATE
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WEDNESDAY
NIGHT
SERVICES
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wednesday night
Elevate’s Wednesday Night Services are
the core of what we do as a ministry.

Right now it looks different due to COVID-19. See
“Ministry During Social Distancing” section on page 40 to see
what Wednesday Night services look like. This is a description

of what it normally looks like.

It happens every Wednesday.
Starts at 7pm
Ends at 8:30pm

Doors open at 6:30pm

We want every student that walks through our
doors to know these 3 truths:

youmatter.

You belong.

God has a purpose
for your life.

We are passionate about creating a welcoming and
safe environment where students can bring their

struggles, their questions, and their doubts. We only
get students for roughly 1 1/2-2hrs a week, and so we
make sure that wemake the most of this time with
themwith creative games, passionate worship,
engaging teaching, and supportive small groups..
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format rotation
This is, by no means, set in stone.

This is a general guideline of the flow of formats we use
for our Wednesday night services:

WEEK 1:
short game, short worship, teaching, small group

WEEK 2:
long game, no worship, teaching small groups

WEEK 3:
no game, long worship, teaching, small groups

WEEK 4:
FAMILY ROOM format

This format is a mix of teaching up front, small group
discussion, and personal reflection.

Students are randomly separated into groups and sit
either in a circle or around the table together for the

service. This serves as their “small group” for the night.
There is usually no game, or worship time.

THEME NIGHTS
In the fall we do not do any major events outside of
Wednesday nights due to the busy schedule for the
averagemiddle schooler and high schooler that
time of year. That is why we have “THEME NIGHTS”

once amonth during our Wednesday Night services.
We still have a service (teaching and such), but the
games are on theme, there’s food, and we add

many other creative elements to make it a special
nights. We have random 1-off theme nights (like “Star
Wars Night”, Unicorn Night, Mustache Night, Cat Night, A Night at

the Movies Theme Night) , and we have our recurring
“Pumpkinfest” that happens every year in October.
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Wednesday night
expectations (for students)
Every Wednesday we remind the students
our expectations we have for them:

BE YOU
God created you, uniquely you, for a reason. So why
waste time being someone else? He has a plan and a
purpose for your life and part of what we want to do
here is learn more about who God created us to be.

BE REAL
This is not a place where you have to wear a mask and
pretend everything is okay when it’s not. This is a safe
place for you to be honest about what you are going

through. We want each of you to be real with
yourselves, real with each other, and real with God. We
also want everyone to make it a point to keep this a

safe place for everyone to be REAL.

BE RESPECTFUL
Respect yourself, respect each other, respect adult

leaders, and respect God. That means that we listen to
adult leaders’ instructions, we aren’t a distraction to

those around us during worship and the message, and
we listen in small group when someone else is talking.

BE OPEN
Be open to new friendships, new experiences, and
most of all be open to what God wants to do in your

life.
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wednesday nights
When working with students on settings like

Wednesday Nights go by the MINISTRY formula
by Doug Fields:

MINISTRY by Doug Fields

MEET STUDENTS
It's crucial that every student is warmly greeted. Actually, I'd like
them to be greeted several times. A sincere greeting includes
eye contact, using their name in a sentence, and remembering
their name throughout the program.

INTERACTION
Work to facilitate interaction so students are talking with one
another. Many times, students will sit next to another student
without saying a word unless they are forced into opportunity.
Also, it's your responsibility to oversee and lead dialogue
during any small group or instructed dialogue time.

NEW PEOPLE
When you meet new students take them under your wing--
especially if they came alone. Visitors will only return if they felt
comfortable and greeted. Take the time to introduce them to
other students and adults.

INVITE TO A PROGRAM
Read through the bulletin and be aware of our events--both
special events and weekly programs. Invite them to one of our
upcoming events.
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SIGN IN
It is crucial that all students sign in. This especially goes for new
students. The only way to make our large group small is to
know who is attending and who is missing. We count students
because students count. Our strategic follow-up, and welcome
packets are crucial to making students feel welcomed, and it
isn’t effective if students don’t sign in.

TOUCH
I want to be very careful how this point is communicated. A
welcoming and gentle touch (i.e. hand shake, high-five, hug,
etc.) is one way to communicate many of our relational values.

RESPOND TO NOISE AND DISRUPTION
Because of the large number of students there is a natural
amount of noise. We need your help. Please express your
leadership with grace and truth in order to keep a table quiet.
We are comfortable with students leaving the room if they feel
they need to continue to talk.

YES MESSAGE
The "yes-message" communicates excitement over a student's
presence. It lets them know we are thrilled they’ve joined us
and we look forward to seeing them again. Students become
theologically aware when they are sociologically comfortable.

*be on the lookout for “hinge moments”
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tips on encouraging
students

Creating an encouraging environment for
volunteers, students, and parents is important for

a healthy youth ministry.
When you encourage someone, you are showing

them that THEY MATTER. And WHAT you
encourage is what you want to grow in

someone’s life.
• BE SPECIFIC. Don’t just tell a student that they rock.

Tell them why they rock. The more specific you
are the more encouraging it is to the student

• DON’T BE, OR SOUND, CONDESCENDING. It’s very
easy to sound condescending when you are
trying to be encouraging. Make sure that you are
not talking down to them, and be aware of your
tone.

• ENCOURAGEWHAT YOUWANT TO SEE GROW IN
THEIR LIVES. Encourage “Sermon on the Mount”
traits in students more than grades, sports
accomplishments, etc. that our culture tends to
focus on.

• MEANWHAT YOU SAY. Students can tell when you
aren’t being sincere. Don’t try to fake it, mean
what you say!

• WATCH FOR THEMIDDLE STUDENTS.Middle
Students are the students who are not the rough
students, but also aren’t the really outgoing
talented ones. These students are the most
neglected, and need the most encouragement.



58

•

• KEEP THE ATTENTIONON THEM. This is not the time
to talk about yourself, or sneakily brag about
yourself. This is all about them and for them.

• ASSUME THEY ARE NOT GETTING ENCOURAGEMENT
ANYWHERE ELSE. You may be the only person that
ever encourages them. So go in with that
mindset with every student, because it may be
true.

• ENCOURAGE OFTEN. Make encouraging a
common practice in your life. You may not be a
natural encourager, but the more you do it the
easier it gets.
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WELCOME
TEAM
COORDINATOR
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welcome team
coordinator job
description

PRE-SERVICE
➡Arrive by 6:25pm (6:40pm during Social Distancing Format)

-Make sure that you are wearing your name tag
➡Unlock door at 6:30pm (6:50pm during Social Distancing Format)
➡Greet students as they arrive (also greet and make
an effort to connect with parents)

➡Give directions to where things are when needed
➡Direct adults, if needed, to where their group is
meeting

➡Monitor area for safety
➡Stay upstairs till 7:15pm

DURING SERVICE
➡Sit at door during service
➡Shut door to Elevate if noise upstairs gets loud
➡Monitor Elevate door during service

POST-SERVICE
➡Open door to Elevate at 8:30pm

(8pm during Social Distancing Format)
➡Say goodbye to students as they leave
➡Make sure they make it to their cars
➡Monitor area for Safety
➡Bring in A-Frame Sign and lock door at 9pm
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welcome bags
WHO GETS A WELCOME BAG:
All students who visit Elevate Wednesday Night
Services will receive a Welcome Bag after they
enter their information at the sign in counter.

WHAT GOES INTO A
WELCOME BAG:

*1 Drawstring Bag
*1 Elevate Info Card

*1 Current Elevate Calendar
*1 Elevate Sticker

*1 Pastor Derek's Business Card
*1 LifeBook

*1 Elevate Store 1 FREE FOOD ITEM Coupon
(We don’t include this coupon during social distancing)
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setting up the room
This is set up for when we are in the Elevate room. While
we are in the sanctuary or outdoors, set up is a little

different.
• make sure the chairs are set up see “usage of The Underground

Space” page for pictures of how the chairs and tables are to be set up.

• charge up iPads
• put one iPad in the sign in kiosk at the entrance and log into

“MINISTRYTRACKER” attendance (this is for regular
attendees) . The key for the kiosk is in the safe.

• put one iPad on the sign in counter and log into
“MINISTRYTRACKER” attendance (this is for first time
visitors)

• set up info items (calendars, info packets, etc.) on the info
counter and put calendar poster back on the wall (bring them
from the info table upstairs in the family room)

• plug charging cords in charging station (they are in the safe)
• put money bag in snack shack (it’s in the safe)
• turn on TVs (button is on the bottom left hand corner of TV)
• turn on Mac Mini and open ProPresenter
• turn on soundboard and amp
• turn on Spotify mix “Elevate Current”
• turn off dehumidifier (behind pallet behind worship team

area)
• turn on Wii and other video game system and TVs
• Take down black curtain on Snack Shack
• set up items in Snack Shack
• place handouts and pens on chairs
• set up bathroom sign in Children's area and turn on lights to

bathroom
• place A-Frame sign out front (do this no later than 6pm)
• turn on lights in pallet wall
• turn on lights by couch
• get wireless mic from safe
• do a walk through and pick up any trash or take out any full

trash bags
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end of night
responsibilities

These “end of night responsibilities” for when we are in the
Elevate room. While we are in the sanctuary or outdoors,

tear is a little different.
• pick up left over handouts and put them in the recycling
• pick up pens and put back in holder
• pick up trash
• turn off Mac Mini
• turn off soundboard and amp
• put wireless mic away in children’s closet
• grab bathroom sign and turn off lights
• turn off TVs (hold button for 5 seconds)
• turn on dehumidifier
• turn off lights in pallet wall
• put snack shack items away
• put up black curtain for snack shack
• put iPads (2) away in safe
• put charging cords in safe
• put money bag in safe
• turn on dehumidifier
• put info counter items and calendar poster on table in family

room upstairs
• turn off room lights
• make sure both doors are open when you leave
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Notes on set up/end of night
responsibilities during current pivot
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PREACHING/
TEACHING
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elevate’s preaching/
teaching philosophy

At Elevate we believe that students are much smarter and can
handle a lot more depth than what our society believes about
them. Students are hungry for depth, and they want something
to strive for. That is why our teaching is intentionally age
appropriate, while at the same time, full of depth and
substance. We also do not want to waste a student’s time. So
we work to create engaging messages that they can identity
with, and help them grow in their faith.

All of our messages should be:
1. quality
2. engaging
3. interesting
4. biblical
5. doctrinally accurate
6. age appropriate
7. full of substance

We also want to be intentional with our teaching
calendar that we cover all of our 7 “guideposts”.

*You can read those guideposts and descriptions on
the next page
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teaching/preaching
guideposts

1) JESUS CENTERED THEOLOGY
What we believe about God centers on who Jesus is.

This is where we discuss such topics as:
theology (duh!)
doctrine
the Trinity
hermeneutics
foundations of Christianity
the gospel

2) BIBLICAL NARRATIVE
God’s story, our story.

This is where we discuss such topics as:
the overall narrative arc of scripture
specific scripture narratives

3) COMMUNITY
Being a follower of Jesus means being a part of this family

This is where we discuss such topics as:
the importance of community
the church/body of Christ
what it means to belong
sharing your story (testimony)
the sacraments (eucharist, baptism)

4) CALLED UNTO HOLINESS
we are all called to be in relationship with Jesus, to live a holy
life, and to share His love to the world. How we live out the last
one is a calling that is as unique as we were created.
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This is where we discuss such topics as:
calling
shalom (wholeness)
being set apart (holiness)
identity
purity
stewardship
moral boundaries
God’s vision for how we live

5) SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES
Discipline brings freedom- Richard Foster

This is where we discuss such topics as:
forming practices and habits (personal)
liturgy of your group (communal)
spiritual disciplines

worship
prayer

and the list goes on
(consult “Celebration of Discipline” by Richard Foster)

6) RELATIONSHIPS
We are relational beings created by a relational God.

This is where we discuss such topics as:
Parents, friends, dating
sexuality
leadership
dealing with conflict

7) LOVING YOUR NEIGHBOR
We were never meant to keep this love to ourselves.

This is where we discuss such topics as:
Love God, love others
serving (Jesus washing disciples feet)
missions
social justice/soul justice
sharing the gospel (evangelism)
Jesus’ Third Way
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SMALL
GROUPS
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small groups
guidelines

Elevate Small Group Leaders are required to be TEAM
BARNABAS members on the Elevate Adult Sponsor Staff.

Small groups are to be a place where students can feel
safe and accepted. In order for this to happen we must

have some guidelines.

#1: SMALL GROUPS ARE TO BE A JUDGMENT
FREE ZONE

Criticizing others is considered judgement. This includes
nonverbal language like facial expressions.

#2: SMALL GROUPS ARE TO BE A CROSS TALK
FREE ZONE

Cross talk is when someone talks while someone else is
sharing. We cannot be a supportive and safe group if we

do not respect each other enough to listen.

#3: SMALL GROUPS ARE TO BE A GOSSIP FREE
ZONE

We are not to use this time to gossip about others and
we are not to gossip about fellow students outside of this
group. Gossip can include stories that are true as well.
What students share in small group stays in the group.

#4: SMALL GROUPS ARE TO BE A BULLYING FREE
ZONE

Making fun of other students will not be tolerated.



71



72

WHEN DEALING
WITH A DISRUPTIVE

STUDENT
When dealing with a disruptive student remember
to be quick to model grace while not letting one

student negatively affect the other group members’
experience. Also, be clear on what the student is
doing wrong, and look for and encourage correct

behavior.

Here is a suggested progression of steps to take
when dealing with a disruptive students:

STEP 1: Redirect them back into the
conversation.

STEP 2: Remind them of the SMALL GROUP
GUIDELINES

most students will not require you to progress past
this point

STEP 3: Pull them aside.
VERY few students will require you to go past this

point

STEP 4: Ask them to leave the group.
This is a LAST resort.

STEPWHATEVER: Bring in Youth Pastor
Feel free to do this step anywhere you feel required.
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GROUP
GAMES
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elevate games
DNA OF ELEVATE GAMES:
1) CREATIVE

2) FUN
* “Fun brings intimacy and intimacy brings depth” - Katie Edwards

Games should be fun to play and to watch.

3) BUILDS COMMUNITY
When run well, games have a way of breaking down barriers and
creating space for community.

4) SAFE
No gross food games, and no eating contests.

*the era of “fear factor” is long gone (and good riddance)

5) INCLUSIVE
FOR ALL students
not just for the athletic

6) VOLUNTARY
You cannot force fun, and so you should not force
participation. Participation should be encouraged, but
allow students to sit out and watch if they so choose.

THINGS THAT DON’T BELONG IN ELEVATE GAMES:
• Embarrassing students
• Excluding students
• Eating contests such as speed eating or gross

foods
• Unhealthy competition
• Poor Sportsmanship
• Games that are unsafe
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games continued....
SETTING UP THE GAME:
1) THINK IT THROUGH

space
supplies needed
time it takes to play
safety concerns
help needed
etc.

2) KNOW THE GAME YOU ARE LEADING

3) TEST OUT THE GAME FIRST

4) REMEMBER THE LITTLE THINGS MAKE A BIG
DIFFERENCE

a story with the game
a fun graphic on the screen
having students wear something funny
having music playing
etc.

INTRODUCING THE GAME:
1) HOW YOU INTRODUCE A GAME CAN DETERMINE
IT’S SUCCESS

be energetic
create anticipation
own the room
Avoid saying things like:

“now we are going to play a game”

2) WHEN EXPLAINING THE GAME, THE RULES
SHOULD BE CLEAR AND SIMPLE

3) THE LONGER IT TAKES TO EXPLAIN, THE MORE
MOMENTUM YOU LOSE

Be short and concise
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RUNNING THE GAME:
1) BE CONSISTENT WITH THE RULES

2) HOWEVER, THE RULES CAN BE ADAPTED AS YOU
GO
Sometimes the rules need to be adapted for the sake of
fun, and interest. Don’t be afraid to change them. But,
make sure everyone knows of the changes before they are
enforced. Remember, the goal is fun, not competition.

3) ADAPT THINGS THAT AREN’T WORKING

4) READ THE ROOM
If something is not working, going over well, or getting out
of hand-change it. And don’t be afraid to end the game if
it just isn’t working.

5) POOR SPORTSMANSHIP AND BEING OVERLY
COMPETITIVE SHOULD NOT BE TOLERATED

6) BE GENEROUS WITH POINTS
Remember, points are free. Also, feel free to fix the
numbers so that it’s not a blowout.

7) BE AWARE OF TIME
Games are just one part of the service/event. Be aware of
the time you have allotted and the clock as you run the
game.

8) END THE GAME WITH THEM WANTING MORE
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STUDENT
LEADERSHIP
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4.12 is the Student Leadership Program for Elevate Student
Ministries.

The “4.12” is in reference to I Timothy 4:12 which says,

Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young,
but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in

love, in faith and in purity. (NIV)

4.12 is a special program for students who want to serve the
community of Elevate and be an example to their peers as it

states in 1 Timothy 4:12:
1) in speech
2) in conduct
3) in love
4) in faith
5) in purity

How to become a 4.12 member

1) First, you must be in 7th-12th grade, and an active
participant of Elevate Student Ministries

2) Second, you must fill out and turn in the 4.12 application

2) Last, you must meet with youth pastor or adult sponsor

What is 4.12?
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DNA of a Student Leader
#1

A LEADER SHOWS UP

#2
A LEADER IS ENGAGED

#3
A LEADER FOLLOWS

#4
A LEADER HAS A SINCERE HEART THAT STRIVES TO

FOLLOW CHRIST IN EVERY AREA OF THEIR LIFE

#5
A LEADER SHOWS RESPECT

#6
A LEADER EMBRACES OTHERS

#7
A LEADER IS A POSITIVE INFLUENCE ON OTHERS

#8
A LEADER IS A BRINGER

#9
A LEADER SERVES
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4.12 Application
Name: ____________________ ________________________ Gender: M or F

first last (circle one)
Mailing Address:
_________________________________________________________________

Phone #________________________ Email: ___________________________

Birthday: ______________ Current Grade In School: __________________________

Shirt Size: ___________ Favorite Candy: _____________

Job(s) you are interested in:

I _____________________________ commit to the expectations of all 4.12 Student Leaders:
(applicant’s name)
1) I will commit to having a personal relationship with Jesus Christ
2) I will strive to be an example to others in speech, conduct, love, faith, and in
purity
3) I will commit to regularly attending Elevate onWednesday Nights and other
Elevate events when at all possible
4) I will commit to attending the quarterly 4.12 meetings (2-4 times a year)
5) And I will commit to serving the community of Elevate

.
__________________________________________

Applicant’s Signature

Snack Shack
Info/Sign In Table
Welcome Squad
Set Up Crew
Clean Up Crew
Media/Sound

Welcome/Expectations (on stage)
Reading Scripture (on stage)
Praying (on stage)
Help Run Games
Worship Team (on stage)
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STUDENT
WORSHIP
TEAM



82

student worship
team

Requirements
*Must be a student 7th-12th grade
*Must be a regular attender of our Wednesday Night Elevate
Services
*Must be at practice.

Expectations
*Be on time for practice
*Dress appropriately
*Be an example on and off the stage
*Remember, people are watching off the stage as well. That
means that you need to pay attention to the message,
participate, and stay off your cell phones during the ENTIRE
service.
*Don’t be a distraction with your actions. Our role as worship
leaders is to point people to God, not ourselves

Practices
Practices are typically from 6:00-6:30pm onWednesday Nights.
We also try to have 1-2 long practices throughout the year to
learn new songs.

Songlist
We pick 25-30 songs for the entire school year. This gives us a
chance to fully learn the songs, and for students to know them
as well.

Our current Student Leader of the Elevate Worship Team:
Lizzie Moyer
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NYI
COUNCIL
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NYI council
Requirements
*The NYI Council is made up of 4 students who represent
Elevate at our District NYI Convention where they connect with
other student leaders across the Mid-Atlantic District, receive
info on upcoming events, and vote.

Requirements
*Must be a student in 7th-12th grade
*Must be a regular attender of our Wednesday Night Elevate
Services
*Must be able to attend the Mid-Atlantic District NYI
Convention
*Must be a student who has shown themselves to be an active
Christ-Follower, a participant in the ministry of Elevate, and a
positive influence amongst their peers.

Council Members
*1 middle school girl representative
*1 middle school guy representative
*1 high school guy representative
*1 high school girl representative

How they are chosen
The adult sponsors nominate a student for each category. If
there is not a clear winner, from that list we all vote (if needed).

What’s Covered:
Elevate covers the cost of the hotel rooms (1 for guys, 1 for
girls), transportation, and breakfast on Sunday morning. The
students just need to bring money for 4 meals (1 breakfast, 2
lunch and 1 dinner).
The Council is overseen by our NYI President and Youth Pastor.

Our NYI President is an elected position on our Church
Board who represents Elevate in the board meetings. The
NYI President also serves as 2nd in command at Elevate.

Our current NYI President is Sarah Donohoe
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SHARING
YOUR
STORY
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the power of
story

Story is a powerful thing.

Story:
connects us
encourages us
teaches us
gives us focus
helps us find our purpose

and you know what?: EVERYONE has a story.

Your life is an amazing story.

A story that is as unique as you are.

And when you are a Christ-follower, your story is a part of the
larger story of God.

We were never meant to keep this story to ourselves.

We are called to tell our story.

We learn from other’s story, and we grow in our faith when we
take the time to write out and tell our story to others.

One of the great things we are called to do in youth ministry is
help students see their story as a part of God’s grand story, and
the importance of sharing their story with others.

But we must be intentionally in teaching students “how” to tell
their story.
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Your story is powerful. Story is an important part of who we are. Story gives us
meaning, story connects us, story encourages us, story gives us focus, and

One of the most powerful ways we can share with others about God’s love is by telling
the story of our own faith journey. This has classically been called our “Testimony.”

This should not include a graphic description of your life before Christ was a part of it.
Nor should it include statements such as “I don’t have a testimony because it’s not like

Christian home.” Consider the fact that all people are lost and sinful before they know

Share about the journey and what was a turning point in your decision to accept Christ
into your heart. You don’t have to remember the exact date and time this happened.

How has Christ transformed your views, your values, your relationships, your personal
life, etc.? What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian?

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life

Your story is powerful. Story is an important part of who we are. Story gives us
meaning, story connects us, story encourages us, story gives us focus, and

EVERYONE has a story to share.
One of the most powerful ways we can share with others about God’s love is by telling
the story of our own faith journey. This has classically been called our “Testimony.”

How to tell your story
*Be specific, but not graphic
*Be honest, but not disrespectful (to yourself or others)
*Think it through, but don’t overthink it
*Ask for advice
*Pray about it

How to Structure Your Story
1) What were you like before you knew Christ?
This should not include a graphic description of your life before Christ was a part of it.
Nor should it include statements such as “I don’t have a testimony because it’s not like
I was on drugs or anything ..... ” or “I don’t have a testimony because I grew up in a
Christian home.” Consider the fact that all people are lost and sinful before they know
Christ.

Romans 3:23
for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

2) How did you come to know Christ?
Share about the journey and what was a turning point in your decision to accept Christ
into your heart. You don’t have to remember the exact date and time this happened.
Reference Scriptures:

Romans 6:23
Ephesians 2:8-9

3) How has your life changed as a result of knowing Christ?
How has Christ transformed your views, your values, your relationships, your personal
life, etc.? What other benefits have you experienced since becoming a Christian?

2 Corinthians 5:17
This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The old life

is gone; a new life has begun!
Other Reference Scripture:

Colossians 3:17
Philippians 3:8

4) What has Christ been teaching you?
How has God brought you through any struggles? What Bible verses speak
specifically to you and why? This is also the place to share about your calling.

How to Tell Your Story How to Tell Your Story
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divers
Divers is for students who want to “dive” deeper

in conversation about life and God’s Word.
Diver’s happens during the school year

(September- May) once a month. They typically
happen on Saturdays from 10am-noon. This

gives us time to get deeper than we sometimes
have time to do during small groups on

Wednesday nights. This is open to all Elevate
students who would like to come.

We enjoy unhealthy breakfast foods and discuss
whatever questions the students bring up. The

agenda and topics are determined by the
students who come. They are encouraged to
bring the tough questions they are wrestling
with about God’s Word or just life in general.

This year, due to COVID-19, we are not doing
Divers in our traditional form. Instead, we are

having “Campfire Conversations” for our small
groups. See page 48 for more info on that.



91

BRANDING:
A TOOL FOR
STUDENTS TO
SHARE THEIR
FAITH
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our branding
philosophy

We like to put our name and logo on all kinds of
things: shirts, mugs, sunglasses, stickers, pens, water
bottles, notebooks, hoodies, pop-sockets, pins -you

name it. This is very intentional, and there is a
mission behind it. We do this to give students an

easy tool to share their faith with their friends. SWAG
with “elevate” on it is an effective evangelism tool.
We purposely on put “elevate”, and don’t include
noticeably “christian” symbols, words, descriptions

(like church, ministry, a cross, etc.) This is not
because we are ashamed of our Christian faith or
heritage. Quite the opposite! The reason we don’t
include those things is because often when people
see those words, symbols, or descriptions they carry

with them a lot of assumptions and think they
already know what we are about whether their

perception is true or not. This causes them to not be
curious and to not ask about it. However, when a

shirt or sometime has simply “elevate” on it, they get
curious and ask what it is for. And by doing that they
are inviting students to share about our ministry and,

in turn, share about their faith.
We want to create well done SWAG that causes

curiosity, and is a tool for intentional conversations
to happen organically.

That is why we commit a decent part of our budget
towards Elevate SWAG. It creates camaraderie, and

gives them an easy tool to share their faith.
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our events
philosophy

All of the events at ELEVATE are intentional. Families
calendars are already full, and so we work hard to
have an active calendar while at the same time not

over schedule.

We do not do an event just to do it or because we
have always done it.

Every event must serve a purpose, and be adapted
to the flow of our families and church calendars.

OUR ”BIG 3” EVENTS
Our 3 main events of the year that we call

“the big 3” are:

WINTER RETREAT
MRT (MISSIONS ROAD TRIP)

DISTRICT TEEN CAMP

These events take a priority and we
encourage ALL students to attend these life

changing events.
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winter retreat
Our Winter Retreat happens each year on a weekend in
February. It goes from Friday evening through Sunday

afternoon.

This is an important time that gives students: a change of pace,
a change of place, that gives them a change of perspective.
This is a very important weekend for our student ministry.

This weekend often makes the difference in students feeling
connected at Elevate. It is also a weekend that many students
point to as the moment they asked Jesus into their hearts or

rededicated their lives.

Some of our Winter Retreat Traditions:

Rhino Games
Students compete throughout the weekend with their team for
points. Team with the most points get their picture taken with
the Rhino head and that picture hangs in the youth room till the

next year’s winners dethrone them.

Bedtime Stories
We read a funny kids book to the students before they go to

bed.

Golden Pez Dispensers
Small group leaders give out a “golden pez dispenser” to one
student in their small group to highlight them and encourage

students that often get overlooked.

VIP Experience
This is for the first 5 students who register for winter retreat.
They get to pick their seat in the van and their bunk in the

cabin first. They also get a VIP bag full of goodies, and can
skip the food line (only in front of fellow elevate

students).
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mid-atlantic district
teen camp

For our summer camp we join students and youth
leaders from across the Mid-Atlantic Nazarene

District for our District Teen Camp.

This camp typically happens the second to last full
week of July.

This is a great experience to join with youth
ministries across the district to put on something
bigger than we would be able to on our own. It is

also a great time for our students to make
connections with other students across the district.

For this event, the students register online with the
district, and our church covers $100 of their

registration costs. This shows how much our church
believes in the power of camp.

*Due to COVID-19 this past summer we were
unable to have MAD Teen Camp as usual. Instead
we did an online experience. We are hoping and

praying that we will be able to have camp in
summer 2021.

Camp is scheduled for:

July 26-30, 2021
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mrt
(missions road trip)

MRT or Missions Road Trips serves as our annual missions
trip. This happens every year during Delaware school’s
spring break which is typically sometime in April. We do
it then because it was hard to get one going in the midst
of student’s busy summers. *We do not have MRT on

year’s that we have NYC (every 4 years).

For 2021 we are planning on having MRT in June due to the
unpredictable school schedules.

MRT is an in-country missions trip where we drive to
different ministries to serve. We have found that you do
not have to go far to find different cultural experiences or

opportunities to serve. Our church has a multi-
generational out-of-country trip each summer to Belize
and we encourage students to participate in that for an -
out-of-country missions experience. We also do not
share where we are going on MRT until after they have
registered and paid. This is because we want them to

sign up to serve, not for a location.

Every student who goes is required to attend training
where we share the heart of the trip and expectations.
This is also when we share the location(s) of MRT for the

coming year.

During MRT we start each morning having a student
recite the theme prayer for the group, and we end the
day with group sharing time where we share random
stories and God Moments from the day. We also have

students keep a journal and write down their
experiences. We do this because it gives them time to
process what God may be trying to teach them, and we
often forget what we don’t take time to write down.
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mrt guidelines
1) No Negativity

Absolutely no complaining
you may not say “I don’t like that”

2) Be Adaptable/Expect the Unexpected
3) Be Aware of Your Surroundings
4) Be Patient
5) Listen

to instructions
to each other
to what God may be trying to teach you

6) Show Respect
to adult leaders
to each other
to the ministry we are serving in

7) Look for Ways to Serve
*Remember that you have no rights on this trip

8) Dress Appropriately For the Day
9) No Purple-ing
10) No Pranks
11) Be Where You Are Supposed To Be
12) Never Go Off Alone (3 in a group)
13) Include Others and Include Yourself
14) Pack Only What You Can Carry In One Trip
15) Expect God
16) Write it Down
17) Bring It Back
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Elevate’s General
Permission Form
[Date of event]

I, ________________________ (parent/guardian), give permission for
my student, _____________________ to take part in this year’s trip to
[event] at
[event location] sponsored by the Student Ministry of the Laurel
Church of the Nazarene in Laurel, DE.

Recognizing the possibility of injury en route, during and returning
from this event, I hereby release from any and all liability the Student
Ministry of the Laurel Church of the Nazarene, The Laurel Church of
the Nazarene, and any adult sponsors of Laurel Nazarene Student
Ministries if such injury should occur. I also give my permission
Pastor Derek Parson, or any adult sponsor to approve any
emergency medical treatment deemed necessary and have included my
medical insurance information below. I understand that I will be
contacted as soon as possible if my student is injured.

I recognize that my student will be riding with adult sponsors and will
be expected to remain under their supervision during the event and
during their stay.

_______________ (Parent/Guardian Signature)________ (Date)

Name of Student: _____________________________________

Emergency Contact Person: ____________________________________

Emergency Contact Phone: __________________________

Student Insurance Information:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Please list any food allergies below:

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
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MRT Application
Name:______________________________

Tshirt Size:___________

Why do you want to go on this trip?
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Summarize what you are anticipating about the trip:
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

While on this trip do you agree to:
1) Respect adult sponsors, fellow students, and the
cultures that I am in.
2) To follow the Elevate Trip Expectations (provided in
packet)
3) To be a proper representative of Christ and of Elevate.
4) To participate in all activities and projects given to the
group including daily journaling even if you don’t feel like
it.

If you answer yes to all, sign below:

Applicant’s Signature:

____________________________________
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LNC
FAMILY
MILESTONES
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LNC FAMILYMILESTONES
Baby Blessings (birth)

First Bible (kindergarten)

Faith Commitment (when it happens)

Baptism (after they come to faith)

Preteen Passage (7th grade)

Grad Sunday (high school graduation)

milestones
The Laurel Nazarene Church takes time throughout the year to
intentionally celebrate different “Milestones” in a child/
student’s life from birth through high school. We are a family,
and a family takes time to acknowledge and celebrate
milestones in people’s lives. For these milestones we celebrate
as a church family during our Sunday morning worship
services. 2 of these milestones are handled by our Submerged
Children’s Ministry (Baby Blessing and First Bibles), 1 is a joint
effort between Submerge and Elevate (Preteen Passage), 1 is
handled by Elevate (Grad Sunday), and 2 happen whenever
they occur in a person’s life (Faith Commitment and Baptism).
All of these Milestones are coordinated with our Lead Pastor as
well.
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preteen passage
Preteen Passage is when we celebrate as a church family the
handoff of kids/students from our Submerged Children’s
Ministry to our Elevate Student Ministry. It is one of our
“Milestones” that we celebrate during a Sunday Morning
worship service at Laurel Nazarene Church. This is an
important milestone that shows the teamwork of Submerge
and Elevate. We work with our Children’s Director on this
milestone.

Just like all milestones we have parents submit a picture of
their child and a verse for their “blessing”. We have each child
and parents come up for either the parents or youth pastor/
children’s director to read the blessing. The Children’s Director
says a few words of “goodbye”, and the youth pastor says a few
words to welcome them to Elevate. Each child/student is given
a pin with “you matter. you belong. God has a purpose for your
life.” on it. We then end with a prayer of blessing for the
families.

*This can, of course, be adapted.

Preteen Passage occurs at the beginning of the school year
(either end of August or beginning of September). It is for
students who are beginning 7th grade in school. Their first
Elevate is the following Wednesday. This is when we have our
“Welcome to Elevate” night. This is a night that kicks off the fall
for us, and is an intentional “orientation” night for new students
and a reminder of who we are for the other students. This is an
important night that we put a lot of effort into. We want
students to feel welcomed and loved from the first moment
they walk into the door.

*Students may not start attending Elevate before the “Welcome
to Elevate” night of their 7th grade year. No exceptions.
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Dear Parents,
Greetings! If you are receiving this letter then you have a child that is about to enter the wonderful world of 7th
grade. That means that they will be welcome to join us at Elevate. Elevate is the student ministry at the Laurel
Nazarene Church for students in 7th-12th grade. The entire staff of Adult Sponsors here at Elevate are excited to
assist you in the spiritual growth and development of your child. Students have many different influences in their
lives today; however the student’s parents are still the number one spiritual influence in their lives. At Elevate we are
not here to replace parents in the spiritual influence of students. We are here to assist you, encourage you, partner
with you, and help you.

I just wanted to take a moment to let you know of some info and dates that will be helpful for you to be aware of.

First, the main core of our ministry happens on Wednesday Nights from 7-8:30pm in The Underground (youth room).
Doors open at 6:30pm. I know that the life of a teenager is busy, but I want to encourage you to set this time aside
for Elevate whenever possible.

IMPORTANT DATES
*(DATE): Parents Meeting

12:30pm in The Underground (youth room)
Lunch will be provided
*You will be given A LOT of important information at this meeting

*(DATE): Preteen Passage
during both services
Please let Pastor Derek know if you plan on participating

*(DATE):Welcome to Elevate
Wednesdays 7:00pm-8:30pm. Doors open at 6:30pm
*This is a very important night for your “soon to be 7th grader” to attend. Think of it as a fun and energetic
orientation night

WAYS TO STAY INFORMED
*Parents Website: www.elevateparents.org
*Texting

text “elevate” to 95577 to receive text updates
*Info Table

in “Family Room” behind the sanctuary on your way to Mission Cafe
*Printed Calendars

Please feel free to contact me (Pastor Derek) if you have any questions:
Cell #: 330-340-6678
email: pastorderekparson@gmail.com

Sincerely,
Rev. Derek Parson
Youth Pastor

Examp
leof

Parent
s Lette

r
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grad sunday
Grad Sunday is the last of our “Milestones”. It is when we
celebrate the High School Graduation of our Elevate students
as a church family during a Sunday morning worship service at
Laurel Nazarene Church. This is one of our longer milestones
in the service. This is a big day for our ministry, because this is
when we begin to say “goodbye” to our seniors. The night of
Grad Sunday is when they are welcomed to join our YAMS
group. However, they are a part of Elevate through the
summer till “Preteen Passage”. See “YAMS” section for more
info on that.

Typical Grad Sunday Service Format:
• Introduce Grad Sunday
• Show “Grad Video”
• Grad Blessings
• Message to Grads
• Message to Congregation
• Giving of gifts (and sharing what’s in them)
• Prayer for Grads

*We have parents join around students first, then have
church surround families
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What we give the grads 4 gifts:

1) Jump Drive with a Copy of the Grad video: to
remember where you have come from and that
you have a loving family who have invested in you
and will always be there for you.
2) Journal: For you to read and remind you that
whether you stay in Laurel, move out of state or
halfway around the world, you always have a
loving church family that is praying for you.
3) Bible: May you always be Men and Women of
the Word. May you read it, study it, and live it
out every day of your lives.
4) Towel: May this be a reminder that just as
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples we are
called to serve others in the name of Jesus.
5) Alumni Pin: You are now a part of a unique
club. You have left a legacy at Elevate, and your
involvement has made it a better place. And the
cool thing is, future generations of Elevat-ors will
get to benefit from your investment in the
community of Elevate for years to come.
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GRAD SUNDAY
(Date)

Grad Sunday will take place on _______ during both services.

Grad Sunday is a time that we set aside for our HIGH SCHOOL graduates and their parents to
acknowledge this important time in a student’s life and encourage them and their families. This

is an important experience for our high school graduates and their parents.

If you would like to participate you must fill out and turn in the form below by _______ You
can turn in the form below to Pastor Derek or place them in the one of the Connect Card Drop

Boxes that are around the church.

Also, we are planning on putting together a video of the grads.
We need you to turn in 10 pics of the graduate from the different stages of their lives for
the video by _______ (2 weeks before). If you turn in more than 10 then only the first 10
photos will be chosen. Give them to Pastor Derek on a jump drive or email them to him at

pastorderekparson@gmail.com

Please contact Pastor Derek if you have any questions:
email: pastorderekparson@gmail.com

phone: 330-340-6678

——————————————————————————————————————————

Graduate’s Full Name:

_______________________ __________________________ ________________________
first middle last

Parents/Guardians of Graduate Names:

________________________________

________________________________

Parents Contact Info:

________________________________ (phone number)

________________________________ (email)

Preferred Meeting Time:

____Sunday, _________: 10:00am-10:30am (between LNC Worship Services)
____Sunday, _________: 10:00am-10:30am (between LNC Worship Services)

Examp
leof

Parent
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STUDENT MINISTRY
CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATE!

In your bags you will find 5 gifts:
1) Jump Drive with a Copy of the Grad video:
to remember where you have come from and
that you have a loving family who have
invested in you and will always be there for
you.
2) Journal: For you to read and remind you
that whether you stay in Laurel, move out of
state or halfway around the world, you always
have a loving church family that is praying for
you.
3) Bible: May you always be Men and Women
of the Word. May you read it, study it, and live
it out every day of your lives.
4) Towel: May this be a reminder that just as
Jesus washed the feet of his disciples we are
called to serve others in the name of Jesus.
5) Alumni Pin: You are now a part of a unique
club. You have left a legacy at Elevate, and
your involvement has made it a better place.
And the cool thing is, future generations of
Elevat-ors will get to benefit from your
investment in the community of Elevate for
years to come.

Blessings!

Pastor Derek
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YOUNG
ADULT
MINISTRY
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young adult ministry
Our Young Adult Ministry is for post-high school students who
are college age through mid 20s. The exact age that this ends
is organic and subjective. High school graduates may start
attending YAMS the Sunday evening of their Grad Sunday.
During their first summer they are also still a part of Elevate as
well. This overlap summer helps them transition and get
comfortable with YAMS while still being active in Elevate.

YAMS meets every Sunday evening starting at 7:30pm. We try
to be done with sharing and the Bible study close to 9:30pm,
but it often goes later. Then end time is really subjective to the
young adults. Many often hang out after till late.

The format is intentional informal. Here is the rough outline of
the evening:

7:30-8:15pm: People arrive and we talk over snacks.
No formal leading of the discussion

8:15-9:00pm: Everyone shares Happy’s and Crappy’s from
their week.

9:00-9:30pm: Bible Study

End with prayer

Many hang out after this.
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SUMMER
INTERNSHIP
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SUMMER INTERNSHIP
PROGRAM

At Elevate, we are passionate about training future
generations of youth pastors/leaders. That is why we

established the Summer Internship Program. This is for
college students (guy or gal) who senses a call to youth

ministry and is currently pursuing a degree in the field of
youth ministry. This individual would have to be willing to

come to Laurel, DE (which is only 45 minutes from 5
different beaches!) to stay for the entire summer (specific
arrival and departure dates to be set by Youth Pastor and
Intern Candidate), and work closely with the youth pastor

as they minister as a team to the students of Elevate.
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RESPONSIBILITIES
1) Assist the youth pastor with ministry duties.

2) Help youth pastor run and plan events.

3) Help youth pastor plan and run Wednesday Night
services.

4) Preach/Teach messages a few times throughout the
summer during our Wednesday Services.

5) Meet weekly with youth pastor for training and
planning. (We read 1 youth ministry book over the

summer together)

6) Have a personal weekly Sabbath (for an entire 24
hours).

7) Hang out with students regularly.

8) Keep a calendar/journal of what they have done,
learned, and experienced.

9) By the end of the summer the intern will be expected to
plan and run an event completely themselves from start to

finish (with the support of the student ministry staff).

10) Write and present a board report of their summer
experience to the church board

11) And other responsibilities/opportunities will depend
on the specific gifts, talents, and passions of the intern.
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FINANCE PACKAGE
Pay:

$1,500 (for 2020) Honorarium for the summer (approved
by church board)

plus a love offering from the congregation at the end of
the summer

Mileage:
The current IRS rate for mileage will be compensated for

any travel where the intern uses their own personal vehicle
for ministry while they are here. Moving expenses are not

included.

Housing:
Housing will be provided. The Intern will be provided a
room in the home of one of the families in our church.

Food:
Families in the congregation will be encouraged to have
the intern over for meals, and meals with students will be
covered by the youth budget. Outside of that, the intern

will be responsible for their own meals.



115
CALENDAR
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2020 CALENDAR
SEPTEMBER 2: WELCOME TO ELEVATE
SEPTEMBER 9: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE
SEPTEMBER 16: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE

SEPTEMBER 19: DYM’S NATIONAL DAY OF VOLUNTEER YOUTH
WORKER TRAINING (9am-3pm)

SEPTEMBER 23: ELEVATE LIVE OUTDOORS AND ONLINE
SEPTEMBER 25: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (WORSHIP TEAM)

SEPTEMBER 30: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE
OCTOBER 2: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (MS GIRLS)

OCTOBER 7: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE
OCTOBER 9: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (MS GUYS)

OCTOBER 14: ELEVATE LIVE OUTDOORS
OCTOBER 16: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (HS GIRLS)

OCTOBER 21: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE
OCTOBER 23: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (HS GUYS)

OCTOBER 28: 7TH ANNUAL PUMPKINFEST DURING ELEVATE
NOVEMBER 4: ELEVATE LIVE OUTDOORS

NOVEMBER 6: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (EVERYONE)
NOVEMBER 11: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE

NOVEMBER 13: CAMPFIRE CONVERSATIONS (EVERYONE)
NOVEMBER 18: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE

NOVEMBER 25: NO ELEVATE
DECEMBER 2: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE
DECEMBER 9: ELEVATE LIVE AND ONLINE

DECEMBER 16: CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA DURING ELEVATE
DECEMBER 23: NO ELEVATE
DECEMBER 20: NO ELEVATE
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2021 CALENDAR
JANUARY 6: A LOOK BACK AT 2020 (DURING ELEVATE)

FEBRUARY 2021:
WINTER RETREAT

JUNE 2021:
MISSIONS ROAD TRIP

JULY 26-30, 2021:
MADTEENCAMP

THESE EVENTS AND DATES ARE TENTATIVE DUE TO
CONSTANTLY CHANGING SAFETY GUIDELINES
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prayer of st. francis
Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace

Where there is hatred, let me sow love
Where there is injury, pardon
Where there is doubt, faith
Where there is despair, hope
Where there is darkness, light
Where there is sadness, joy.

Oh, Divine Master,
grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console

To be understood, as to understand
To be loved, as to love

For it is in giving that we receive
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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prayer of st. patrick
Christ with me, Christ before me,

Christ behind me,

Christ in me, Christ beneath me,

Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left,

Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise,

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,

Christ in every mouth of everyone

who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me

Amen.
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prayer of st. thomas
aquinas
Give us, O Lord,

steadfast hearts,

which no unworthy thought can drag downward,

unconquered hearts,

which no tribulation can wear out,

upright hearts,

which no unworthy purpose may tempt aside.

Bestow upon us also, O Lord our God,

understanding to know you,

diligence to seek you,

wisdom to find you,

and a faithfulness that may finally embrace you;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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prayer to welcome the
sabbath
By Shane Claiborne

Lord of Creation,
create in us a new rhythm of life

composed of hours that sustain rather than stress,
of days that deliver rather than destroy,
of time that tickles rather than tackles.

Lord of Liberation,
by the rhythm of your truth, set us free

from the bondage and baggage that break us,
from the Pharaohs and fellows who fail us,

from the plans and pursuits that prey upon us.

Lord of Resurrection,
may we be raised into the rhythm of your new life,

dead to deceitful calendars,
dead to fleeting friend requests,

dead to the empty peace of our accomplishments.

To our packed-full planners, we bid, “Peace!”
To our over-caffeinated consciences, we say, “Cease!”

To our suffocating selves, Lord, grant release.

Drowning in a sea of deadlines and death chimes,
we rest in you, our lifeline.

By your ever-restful grace,
allow us to enter your Sabbath rest
as your Sabbath rest enters into us.

In the name of our Creator,
our Liberator,

our Resurrection and Life,
we pray.
Amen.
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the lord’s prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy

name.

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth,

as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil:

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the
glory, for ever.

Amen.
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prayer postures
HANDS UP

lift your hands up to God
Prayer of Praise

HANDS DOWN
hands down with palms toward the ground

Prayer of Surrender
Tell him what you need to let go, to give up, and trust him

HANDS FISTED
make a fist

Prayer over what makes you angry/frustrated
This is the “Why God…” prayer

HANDS OPEN
hands up with palms up to the sky

Ask God for what you need

HANDS ON
lay hands on someone

Prayer for others
Tell him what others need, and join Him in doing what you can
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